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Speaker Biography 

Eric Labuschagne 

Eric heads up the New Business Development department for 

the in2food group, developing new, strategically-aligned 

markets for the group to operate in. 

After starting his business at 18 from a garage in Somerset West, 

Eric built up his frozen gluten-free bakery and confectionery 

business over 11 years. The business supplied two of South 

Africa’s largest retailers, major restaurant and coffee shop 

chains as well as exporting products to the Middle East. At the 

time the business was acquired by the in2food group, it had a manufacturing facility in Paarl 

employing 65 colleagues, focused on creating jobs for unskilled people from the 

surrounding communities.  

Topic: Breakthrough ideas: the sum of habits 

Abstract 

We often think great ideas come from a spark of genius from a brilliant person in an instant. 

This is very seldomly the case.  

Let’s delve into some tools and techniques that organisations can use to break down 

barriers to think differently and coming up with breakthrough ideas - and what better 

platform to do this on than the fertile soil of South Africa. 

Barbara Kleinschmidt 

Barbara has 30 years’ experience in the Aloe industry. She 

is a founder and Director of Totally Wild (Pty) Ltd, a 14-

year-old Cape-Town-based company, specialising in 

natural and organic products, made from South Africa's 

wild-grown, indigenous Aloe Ferox plants.  Barbara has 

always had a strong interest in naturopathy, traditional 

and natural medicines, and focuses on products that will 

help to improve the health and wellbeing of their 

customers. 

Over the years, the products have ranged from Aloe and 

fruit juice blends to aloe jams, pickles & relishes, and even to Aloe chocolates!  However, in 

more recent years, her company has focused on a small range of the more medicinal type 

of organic Aloe juices and gel - and in December 2020 launched a very unique range of 

products to treat symptoms of menopause.  Barbara is extremely excited about the 

potential of this range. 



 

Topic: The untapped potential of Aloe Ferox in SA 

Abstract 

The South African Aloe industry started in the late 1980s, headed up by Prof. MC Botha who 

wanted to show the world that our indigenous Aloe Ferox is just as effective, if not more 

so, than the more commonly-known Aloe Vera. 

After all these years, South Africans are still exporting one of the Aloe Ferox’s raw 

components for a pittance, whilst our pharmaceutical industry re-imports one part of it at 

an exorbitant price. The export demand has always outweighed the supply, so surely, it’s 

time the extraction process was developed in SA, or purchased from one of the countries 

that has the technology?  

In the past 2,5 years, Totally Wild (Pty) Ltd has made some remarkable progress concerning 

Aloe Ferox’s role in treating various symptoms of menopause. Initial talks have just 

commenced with Stellenbosch University, and more research and investigation is in the 

pipeline. 


